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Becoming desperate for a solution to a medical condition can 

cause irrational people to embrace alternate medical solutions 

that others consider the work of quacksalvers. This investigation 

into the Pathoclast discovers a surprising answer for why people 

would endorse treatment from a device that doesn’t work for a 

disease they don’t have. 
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Introduction: Often confiscated by the U.S. government 

and considered medical quackery by many including the 

AMA (American Medical Association), the Pathoclast made 

claims of medical diagnosis and treatment that were 

futuristic and difficult to validate by the scientific 

community. The February 1979 issue of Ham Radio Horizons 

magazine (HRH) featured an article describing the Thomas 

Galen Hieronymus Pathoclast, or the Hieronymus Machine. 

Intrigued by the advertised claims for the device, which 

looked like a radio, the editor of HRH, Jim Gray (W1XU), 

said, “There’s a real riddle afoot and it’s been around for at 

least thirty years. It’s just the sort of thing that perhaps a 

ham might solve.” The device was said to diagnose and 

treat nearly every known medical ailment. 

The year 1995 was ending as NASA’s first Mars Rover was 

launched from Cape Canaveral. I had the opportunity to 

converse with Jim Gray, who said that no one had solved 

the riddle. I had originally declined his invitation to 

investigate the machine back in 1979, and now, being 

retired, I was again asked if I might be interested in 

probing the mystery. Intrigued by the 1979 article, yet 

unfamiliar with the machine or its medical implications, I 

suggested research was necessary to understand what an 

engineering evaluation might encompass before I would 

accept his challenge. 

Background: Thomas Galen Hieronymus believed that all 

matter emits radiation that is not electromagnetic. 

Instead, this radiation exhibits characteristics of both light 

and electricity, and he coined the word eloptic by 

combining the words electricity and optic. Similarly, 

radiation of eloptic energy was defined as radionics by 

combining the word radiation with ionic. Nionic was coined 

to describe nerve-influencing energy. Hieronymus based 

his theory for the Pathoclast on the belief that he could 

detect and manipulate this eloptic energy. Rejected by the 

scientific community, his theories had no widespread 

acceptance. 

The original Pathoclast was designed by John Walter 

Wigelsworth, a naprapath at the Pathometric Laboratories 

in Chicago, long after he began making radionics black 

Enjoying only a few years of 

success, Ham Radio Horizons 

magazine was always 

informative and a thought-

provoking read. Here we see the 

cover for the March 1979 

publication, one month after the 

Hieronymus article appeared in 

the April edition. Photo source 

eBay 

J. W. Wigelsworth began making 

radionics “black boxes” in 1926, 

when Pathometric Laboratories, 

Inc., was formed in Chicago. His 

best known apparatus is the 

Pathoclast, which was made in 

several variations. Photo source 

chiroeco.com 

 

http://leehite.org/
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boxes in 1926. Naprapathy is a derivative of osteopathy and chiropractic that focuses on 

the spine and connective tissue. Improved upon by electrical engineer Hieronymus (1895–

1988), a U.S. patent request in Hieronymus’ name was submitted 23 October 1946 for the 

Pathoclast, which was approved 27 September 1949 (Patent 2,482,773) and which 

expired 29 September 1966. The British patent for the Pathoclast was submitted 18 July 

1949 and approved 2 January 1952 (Patent 

GB663978A). 

Several homeopathic radionic devices 

emerged from Hieronymus’ fertile 

imagination; they were named the 

Pathoclast, the Eloptic Beam Projector, the 

Eloptic Radiator, the Medical Analyzer, the 

Diagnosis/Treatment Analyzer, the Eloptic 

Medical Analyzer, and the Portable Analyzer. 

Hieronymus claimed that all detected and 

manipulated eloptic energy for the purpose 

of diagnosis and treatment of medical 

conditions. By adding an optical transducer, 

Hieronymus claimed that a modified version 

of the machine analyzed substances. 

Selling at $1,500 (about $13,000 in 2014), nearly 200 desktop units of the non-optical 

medical version of the Hieronymus Machine were sold, and about 10 units of the optical 

version for substance analysis were sold. Twelve or more console units were sold at 

$2,000 each. 

Some machines were manufactured by a company set up by Hieronymus and named 

Radionics Incorporated. When G. W. Will was president of the Pathometric Laboratories of 

Chicago, his company built three models of the Pathoclast: the 1X-C, the 1X-P, and the 

1X-T. 

The Riddle: 

1. Hieronymus did not need to explain how it worked, only to prove that it worked well 

enough to have undeniable value. Under extraordinary cases, where an invention 

defies the basic precepts of science, extra proof is requested by the U. S. Patent 

Office to validate assertions. Hieronymus backed up his claims with live 

experiments proving the machine worked as claimed. If this machine did not 

function as proclaimed in the documentation, why was Hieronymus issued both a 

U.S. patent and a British patent? 

2. Why would a manufacturing company, the Pathometric Laboratories of Chicago, 

stake its reputation on a device that did not work? 

Suitable for home visits by the doctor, this 

portable version of the Pathoclast features 

compact packaging. Photo source 

liveauctioneers.com 

http://leehite.org/
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3. Practitioners, doctors, and operators of the machine were passionately convinced 

that the machine worked. Why was this? 

4. Why did patients repeatedly drive long distances to receive treatment from the 

Pathoclast and believe the machine fulfilled their expectations?  

5. What convinced the patients and the operators that the machines were working?  

6. Why would a distinguished engineer pivot his reputation on a design that did not 

work? 

7. What was the rest of this story?  

Understanding the Riddle: To understand the riddle is to 

understand Hieronymus, his background, and his distinguished 

career in electronics. His father, James F. Hieronymus, originally 

from Anderson County, Kentucky, married Louisa Matilda Stayton 

from Independence, Missouri, on 26 November 1883 in Kansas 

City, Missouri. The second oldest  of three children (younger sister 

Lorena and older sister Verda May) Thomas was born 21 

November 1895 in Valparaiso, Indiana, about 40 miles north of 

the family’s rural home in Marion Township, Jasper County, 

Indiana. Eventually, the family moved back to his mother’s 

hometown of Kansas City. Hieronymus developed an early interest 

in radio communication, learning Morse code by age 8 and 

building his first wireless set at age 16. Licensing by the 

Department of Commerce, DOC, to operate a wireless radio transmitter became 

mandatory in late 1912. Hieronymus proved to the DOC he had built and operated a 

wireless transmitter early in 1912 and was issued a license at age 18 under the DOC 

grandfather clause that exempted testing. Subsequently, at age 18, he was one of the 

first licensed radio operators in the United 

States and the only Boy Scout in the United 

States who built and demonstrated a wireless 

set to a district scout meeting in 1913.  

At age 21, Hieronymus trained for the Army’s 

117th Field Battalion Signal Corps (Missouri 

(Company A) on 17 June 1913 in Kansas City 

and was mustered into service for WWI on 24 

June 1916. He served in France in the Army’s 

Rainbow Division (42nd), an assortment of 

Americans from 26 states, as a radio operator 

for the American Expeditionary Forces. Later, he 

graduated from officer candidate school and 

worked to help develop a wireless telephone for 

the Army.  

Thomas G. Hieronymus 

Photo source MRU 

Solider of the 117th Field Signal Battalion 

operating a field radio in WWI. Photo source 

Missouri Over There 

http://leehite.org/
http://mankindresearchunlimited.weebly.com/mru-mentors.html
http://missourioverthere.blogspot.com/2012/12/communication-training-and-117th-field.html
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His distinguished professional career stretched from the beginning of commercial radio to 

the era of the home computer. Receiving his commercial radio license from the DOC at 

age 23, he began working in the radio business and, at age 25, worked with station KDKA 

in Pittsburgh, one of the world’s first commercially licensed 

radio stations. Reports indicate he was present for the first day 

of broadcast. 

Often his passion was divided between the speculative 

metaphysical side of life and the empirical scientific side. Both 

Hieronymus and his wife, Louise, formerly Louise Barbara 

Williams, were ministers in the Universal Church of the 

Masters. In addition, Hieronymus was a member of the Kansas 

City Area Council of the Boy Scouts of America and known as 

Chieftain Chained Lightning. 

Occasionally, I have found Hieronymus titled as Dr. 

Hieronymus but more often described as an electrical 

engineer. I believe Hieronymus held an honorary Ph.D. in 

physics, not an earned doctorate. I have not been able to 

validate that he graduated as an electrical engineer, although 

he held that title. In the early 1900s, titles were often 

assumed from work experience, not from academic 

achievement. He was known as Galen Hieronymus to many of 

his close friends. 

By 1935, Hieronymus was an engineer for the Kansas City Power & Light Company 

(KCP&L) where he enjoyed 30 years of employment. As superintendent of underground 

work for the company, he represented KCP&L on the Cathodic Protection Subcommittee 

for the Institute of Electrical and Electronics Engineers in 1951 and 1952. Cathodic 

protection is a technique to control the corrosion of a metal surface by making it the 

cathode of an electrochemical cell. Cathodic protection systems protect a wide range of 

metallic structures in today’s environment such as steel pipelines, home water heaters, 

steel pier piles, ship and boat hulls, offshore oil platforms, and onshore oil well casings, as 

well as metal reinforcement bars in concrete buildings and structures. 

Hieronymus was a development engineer for the KCP&L. A phase-locking system that 

synchronized connected power stations was among some of his early developments.  

In 1942, near the middle of WWII, Hieronymus offered to Kansas City an innovative 

design called the Blinker that consisted of a network of battery-powered blinking lights 

used to communicate messages to citizens over a long distance. The intention was to flash 

coded messages to citizens within an 80-mile diameter from Kansas City if other 

communication systems failed during an attack. The Blinker was a long cylinder with a 

concave mirror placed at one end and in front of an automotive headlight bulb. Inside the 

Hieronymus achieved the 

status of Warrior in 1935 

and Chieftain in 1943 in the 

Boy Scouts of America. 

Here he displays his 

Chieftain Chained Lightning 

headdress. Photo source 

BSA 

http://leehite.org/
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barrel were louvers to collimate the light, increasing its directionality over a long distance. 

The light was flashed on and off by a telegraph key spelling out an emergency message.  

Hieronymus assisted with the design for The Jewel of Kansas City, 

the famous lantern that adorns the top of the KCP&L Building in 

Kansas City. A member of the National Electric Light Association 

at age 27, Hieronymus became a distinguished senior member at 

the Institute of Radio Engineers and was made a fellow of both 

the Institute of Electrical and Electronic Engineers and the 

American Institute of Electrical Engineers. 

Later in life, Hieronymus moved from Kansas City to Lakemont, 

Georgia, where he and his second wife, Dr. Sarah Hieronymus, 

started a company called the Advanced Sciences Research and 

Development Corporation. The company was registered in both 

Florida and Georgia in 1975 using an address of 436 East Broad 

Street, Sparta, Georgia. Work continued with radionics until 

Hieronymus died on February 21, 1988, in Lakemont, Rabun 

County, Georgia, at age 92. His wife continued the business into 

1997 when the company was involuntarily dissolved. 

Questions asked in the February 1979 Ham Radio Horizons 

magazine remained unanswered in 1995, and, with my curiosity 

piqued, I agreed that an investigation into Hieronymus’ claims for 

the Pathoclast might prove useful.  

Acquiring a Pathoclast: : I located a Pathoclast Model 1X-C that was in good working 

order and that had avoided government confiscation only a few hours’ drive from my 

home. Physically large, the desk console version measured 44 inches long, 46 ½ inches 

tall and 22 inches deep. 

The owners of the unit expressed concern that I might have ill intent for the machine or 

that I might be an undercover agent for either the AMA or the government who wanted to 

rid the country of any surviving machines. I assured them the AMA or the government 

was not involved in my engineering evaluation. They asked me to sign a document stating 

I would not harm or destroy the unit and I would return it in like condition received, or 

better, which I readily signed. 

With the paperwork complete, I enjoyed a long conversation with the owners, who 

explained how to operate the Pathoclast. The owners provided supporting documentation, 

including a 2-hour VHS tape about radionics. 

The unit was originally purchased by a doctor for use in his practice. Patients often 

traveled a long distance to receive treatment from this Pathoclast. The doctor and his wife 

Crowning the 36-story 

KCP&L Building, the 

Jewel of Kansas City 

features a sparkling 

flame that includes 

virtually all the colors 

of the spectrum. Image 

courtesy Re/Max 

http://leehite.org/
http://remax-best-kc.com/2012/05/11/for-sale-the-jewel-of-kansas-city/
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were successful in operating the unit. Other family members attempting to operate the 

device failed to do so.  

Most striking in conversations with the owners were their sincerity and their intensity of 

conviction when describing their experience with this machine. With the Pathoclast in tow 

in a U-Haul, I returned to my lab convinced that the owners firmly believed in the 

capability of the machine after witnessing many successes.  

Lab Analysis: All surfaces, in addition to electrical contacts and potentiometers, received 

a thorough cleaning. Idle for many years and covered with a blanket, the unit was in 

excellent physical condition, although evidence of use was apparent. 

Prior to moving the electronics chassis back into the cabinet after cleaning and powering 

up the unit for testing, I traced a complete electrical schematic for this Pathoclast. This 

revealed a few surprises that I will later detail. 

Understanding the operational characteristics and procedures necessary to be successful 

with this device was important and time-consuming. Two documents provided by the 

owner offered some operational information. One document was The Pathoclast News, 

Volume IV, Number 1, and the second document was Random Notes, Tech Data from 

Conversations with Hieronymus, 1 September 1972, and both are attached to this paper. 

In addition, the VHS tape provided specific operational procedures. 

Numerous claims for both medical diagnosis and medical treatments are discussed in the 

videotape and in the two documents. I will not review all the medical claims made for the 

unit. The internet is awash with numerous websites detailing claims for the Pathoclast. 

Readers can use keywords Pathoclast, Hieronymus, radionics, or eloptic energy to learn 

more. 

Often receiving diagnosis and treatment from the unit, the owners provided the following 

claims: 

The machine picked up the frequency radiated by the atoms in the patient 

and, in the case of disease, was fed back into the patient out of phase, 

thereby canceling the emanations affecting the patient. 

An influencing well, which accepted a small glass vial, was used to charge the 

contents of the test tube with various vibrations or frequencies. Garden 

seeds placed into the influencing well and energized by the machine allowed 

them to grow twice as fast as normal. 

The machine featured a specimen well that accepted a small glass vial used 

to analyze body specimens such as blood, urine, hair, saliva, or fingernail 

clippings. The preferred method for submitting a sample was to wet a piece 

of untouched paper with the patient’s saliva. The doctor retained the paper, 

http://leehite.org/
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which was good for the rest of the patient’s life, and, no matter where the 

patient was in the world, the machine could analyze the patient’s current 

medical condition by placing the paper into the specimen well. If the patient 

were out of town when becoming ill, the patient would call the doctor to 

request an analysis of the patient’s current situation by using the paper. In 

turn, the paper would be transferred to the influencing well and charged with 

the opposite phase of the illness, thereby curing the patient remotely. 

When the machine detected bad emanations from the body, the bad 

frequencies were stored in a small vial of distilled water. The operator then 

reversed the phase from the vial and fed those frequencies back into the 

patient, canceling the disease. This procedure included the use of a timer to 

prevent overdoing the treatment. If the canceling procedure were to last too 

long, the disease could be re-created and become harmful to the patient.  

In addition to storing a disease frequency in a vial of distilled water, the 

machine could reverse the phase of the disease frequency, making it a good 

frequency, amplify it, and add the vial of water to five gallons of water. 

Drinking that water, over a period of time, could cure a condition at no cost 

to the patient. 

The machine had the ability to analyze colors that were beneficial or harmful 

to the patient. 

The analyzer contained a drum with 150 small capsules filled with various 

substances including foods that could be rotated into position, one at a time, 

for determining which treatments were harmful or beneficial to the patient.  

Performing a Diagnosis:  The 

diagnosis required a surprising 

feature of the device: the operator 

becoming part of the instrument! 

There were no meters, blinking 

lights, or readout capabilities that 

could tell the operator when the dials 

had been adjusted properly. Most of 

us are accustomed to visual readouts 

such as the speedometers in our 

passenger vehicles to inform us when 

our desired speed has been achieved. 

This feature did not exist for the 

Pathoclast; instead, a response from 

a stick-plate was necessary to 

indicate when the proper dial settings were achieved. 

The center bottom of the photo shows the stick-plate. 

It measures 10 inches by 7 inches, is made from 1/16-

inch steel, is painted black, and is connected to the 

machine by wires routed under the desk surface. 

http://leehite.org/
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The stick-plate, a.k.a. sensing-plate, was a 7-inch by 10-inch metal plate coated with 

black paint and located on the desk surface where it connected to the output from the 

machine. As the operator adjusted the dials on the Pathoclast, the operator’s fingertips 

caressed the dry, smooth, non-stick surface of the stick-plate. The operator received a 

tactile sensation of stickiness or an increase in surface tension when the correct dial 

settings were achieved. An operator did not enjoy success with the machine when the 

operator did not receive the sticky tactile sensations when caressing the stick-plate. 

The patient was attached to the machine by using a wire, by resting a hand on a metal 

touch-plate, or by a placing a flat spiral-wound wire coil next to the body. Body parts 

(such as fingernail clippings) and fluids were placed in a test tube inserted into the 

sampling well for analysis. The operator then adjusted the dials on the Pathoclast until the 

stick-plate became sticky, as described above, and used those dial settings to select a 

diagnosis from a Rate Chart as seen in the appendix.  

Test Results Disappointing: As two weeks passed, I made every effort to have success 

operating this machine. I tested people, body parts, and body fluids, and never once 

received a tactile sensation of stickiness from the stick-plate as the dials were adjusted. 

Into the third week of testing, I was convinced I was not among the group of successful 

operators for this device. Perhaps, in fact, this was just another example of medical 

quackery. 

But Wait—Success! Late in the afternoon of the third Wednesday, the stick-plate began 

to function. Wow, what in the world is going on here? Does this thing really work? How 

can this be? I was completely amazed that, in fact, I was undeniably receiving a tactile 

sensation of stickiness from the stick-plate in an attempt to analyze fingernail clippings. 

Convinced I had accidentally spilled something on the stick-plate, I switched off the 

machine and thoroughly cleaned the stick-plate surface. 

After allowing time for the tubes to warm up again after being off for several minutes, I 

found that the machine continued to function as before. The sensitive dial settings were in 

position to create the stickiness. I moved the dial setting slightly left or right and the 

stickiness disappeared, but it reappeared when the dial was returned to the previous 

setting. Was Hieronymus right when he said the machine could amplify this magical 

eloptic energy, a.k.a. cosmic energy, emanating from matter? 

Not So Fast! This was not a new tactile sensation; in fact, there was something familiar 

about this stickiness, but I was unable to place what it was. It felt similar to accidental 

contact with 60 Hz AC when not well grounded. When this happens, a person receives a 

slight vibratory feeling at the fingertips while touching the hot wire. The vibratory feeling 

is caused by the 60 Hz pulsations from the generators at the electrical power company. 

http://leehite.org/
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Surprised at the operational success of the stick-plate, I was not convinced this was 

eloptic energy emanating from the fingernail clipping as Hieronymus proclaimed. Moving 

the position of my feet on the floor caused the dial setting to change slightly. Rearranging 

my arm as it rested upon the desk also changed the dial setting. What was causing the 

changes? 

Circuit Analysis: It was time for an electronic investigation of the deepening mystery. A 

pickup coil attached to a Tektronix oscilloscope and placed close to—but not touching—the 

stick-plate quickly revealed the answer. There was an RF (radio frequency) signal in the 

lower part of the HF (high frequency) band, pulsed on and off at a 60 Hz rate. 

To understand the riddle fully, readers 

may examine the electrical schematic 

for the Pathoclast as shown in the 

appendix. Hieronymus designed an 

amplifier for eloptic energy. For the 

most part, his amplifier is 

straightforward and well constructed. It 

is a three-stage broadband transformer-

coupled amplifier using the 24-A sharp-

cutoff tetrode vacuum tube, a good 

choice for that time period. The coupling 

transformers are untuned, 1 to 1 ratio, 

bifilar wound coils on a 1-inch diameter 

core of black Bakelite, each with an 

electrical shield. This is a standard 

design for a broadband RF amplifier, 

although Hieronymus claimed that the 

transformer shielding was to prevent 

sunlight from interfering with the coils of 

the transformer. His assertion is false 

because light has no effect on the 

function of a transformer. Normally, 

transformer shielding reduces 

undesirable coupling from one stage to 

another that can cause an amplifier to 

oscillate from instability.  

Three stages of amplification, each 

shifted 180° from the previous stage, 

and the use of shielded coupling 

transformers makes this an inherently 

stable design, but the instability of the 

Here we see the amplifier section of the 

Pathoclast. Notice the unshielded grid wire 

connected to the top post on each vacuum tube. 

While the coupling transformers were well 

shielded, as seen in the bottom half of the photo, 

the rest of the wiring was unshielded, allowing for 

an ample amount of feedback around the circuit, 

causing it to resonate at certain dial settings. 

Hieronymus professed the belief that light from 

the sun acts as a conductor for the eloptic energy 

and, if allowed to fall on the electrical parts, would 

destroy their effectiveness; in this way, he 

explained and excused the transformer shielding. 

http://leehite.org/


From: leehite.org                      ^To Contents Menu^                            Page 11 of 42 

 
 

circuit is caused in part by the long length of unshielded grid wire connected to the top of 

each tube. This unshielded wire allows for a high frequency (lower part of the HF band) 

phase shift that produces in-phase feedback from the output to the input, thereby causing 

the amplifier to oscillate at certain dial settings. This is exactly the same effect caused 

when the microphone gets too close to the speaker for a public address system. When 

certain output sounds of the amplifier are in phase with the input, the amplifier oscillates 

and causes the annoying squeal. 

Hieronymus’ first deviation from a traditional design for an amplifier of this nature was his 

use of raw AC for the plate supply of the tubes. There is nothing particularly wrong with 

AC on the plates, except that it prevents the linear transfer of a signal from input to 

output. The traditional Class A linear amplifier uses rectified AC (alternating current) to 

produce smooth DC (direct current) for the plate supply. The use of 60 Hz AC for the plate 

supply forces the amplifier to run in a pseudo class-C operation, which is a nonlinear and 

pulsed mode. Using AC for the plate supply appears to have been Hieronymus’ deliberate 

choice because traditional DC was available elsewhere from the power supply. 

Missing from a traditional class-C amplifier design is the output tank circuit (a.k.a. the 

resonant circuit using a capacitor and an inductor) required to 

convert the amplified non-linear signal back into a linear 

output; instead, when switched to the diagnosing mode, the 

output of Hieronymus’ amplifier was connected directly to the 

metal stick-plate. 

For purposes of diagnosis, input to the amplifier was from the 

food diagnostic well, the aqua potential well, or a metal plate 

near to or attached to the patient. 

The treatment mode switched the amplifier output to the 

therapy terminals connected to a metal plate placed on or near 

the patient, the food specimen well, the food drum, the aqua 

potential well, or the influencing well. 

The treatment mode also provided 60 Hz AC connected directly 

to the patient and was operator adjusted for adequate current 

level by potentiometer R5. 

A left-hand dial (representing disease) and a right-hand dial 

(representing the body) were used to determine a diagnosis 

expressed as a number called rate. The practitioner consulted a 

lookup table that translated the rate number into a diagnosis; 

for example, a left-hand dial reading of 29 indicated mumps, 

and a right-hand dial reading of 68 pointed to the inner ear as 

the mumps’ location and was expressed as 29:68. Readers 

This 4-position switch 

was operator controlled 

to set the sample well to 

either influencing 

(charge) or neutralizing 

(reverse the disease) for 

Well 1 or Well 2. 

http://leehite.org/
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may see the rate charts in the appendix to appreciate the ways rate numbers were 

converted into diagnoses. 

The disease dial was attached to potentiometer R4 while the body dial was attached to 

variable capacitors C5 & C6. Rate tuning was switched to the input of the amplifier for 

both diagnosis and treatment of a patient and to a combination of inputs and/or outputs 

for settings connected with the sampling wells. This rate tuning caused the amplifier to 

oscillate and become a low-power transmitter.  

When the rate dials of the machine were 

carefully adjusted, which coincidentally 

caused amplifier instability (oscillation), the 

circuit would resonate in the lower HF band 

emitting a 60 Hz pulsed RF signal onto the 

stick-plate. This operating condition might 

remind us of slope amplification, first used 

in the early days of radio with the 

regenerative circuit, invented in 1912 and 

patented by Edward Howard Armstong in 

1914.  

Preforming a diagnosis by using the rate 

dials produced this 60 Hz RF vibratory 

seasation of stickiness (or high surface 

tension) on the stick-plate but had nothing 

to do with the patient or any substance in a 

diagnostic well; instead, merely moving 

some wires attached to the collector 

terminal, whether connected to the patient 

or not, changed the dial settings. As mentioned earlier, when operators moved their arms 

or feet a little to the left or to the right, the settings changed in response; for instance, 

moving the operator’s feet along the floor—however slightly—had enough effect on the 

machine to change a diagnosis from 29:68 (mumps of the inner ear) to 24:72 

(ulcerationof the right kidney). I found no correlation of the dial setting to a patient or a 

substance being analyzed; instead, only the placement of the wires connecting the patient 

to the machine and the position of the operator’s arms or feet affected the dial settings. It 

was easy to change the diagnosis by just changing the position of an arm, thereby tricking 

both the operator and the patient into believing the machine was working correctly. 

The Riddle Unravels—Quack, Quack! An overwhelming amount of convincing evidence 

points to a brilliant hoax, expertly perpetrated on doctors, practitoniers, and patients, not 

to mention the U.S. Patent Office. It is not whether the Pathoclast works; it is whether 

people think it works! Knobs, dials, meters, and lights make the Pathoclast a complicated 

Here are both rate dials that were adjusted 

using controls to the left beyond the view of 

the photo. 
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looking device. The secret for making this machine function convincingly depended on the 

practitioner receiving a tactile sensation from the stick-plate and, of course, for the 

patient to feel the salutary effects of treatment. Hieronymus admitted that he deliberately 

worded the patent application so nobody could read it and glean enough specific 

information to build a workable device. 

The resonant condition for the amplifier, causing it to become an RF transmitter, is clearly 

not identified in the patent application. Neither is the use of 60 Hz power for the amplifier 

plate supply identified, nor the treatment of the patient using live 60 Hz AC power. 

Convincing patients that they were receiving successful treatment from the Pathoclast was 

in fact, quite easy. They were connected to a pair of wires supplying a low-voltage 60 Hz 

AC, a potentially dangerous procedure. The current was slowly increased, using R5, until 

patients felt a slight tingling sensation. The operators then proclaimed that healing energy 

was successfully flowing into the patients’ bodies. 

As a 30-year employee of KCP&L, Hieronymus was well acquainted with the effects on the 

human body when in contact with low-voltage 60 Hz power. A vibratory sensation at the 

finger tips from touching a 60 Hz electrical wire can be surprising to a person but not 

necessarily lethal when the voltage is under 25 VAC, depending on skin conductivity. 

Hieronymus deliberatly kept the treatment terminal voltage under 25 VAC (the value 

normally considered to be nonlethal) by limiting the source to a maximum of 22 VAC and 

using potentiometer R5 to further reduce the applied current to the patient. 

The most incriminating component 

in the schematic diagam is RF 

Choke L5. If Hieronymus did not 

expect this eloptic energy to be 

electromagnetic, why did he 

incorporate an RFC between the 

22 VAC supply and the therapy 

terminals? He obviously knew 

there was an RF signal on output. 

As someone who built a wireless 

set at age 16, Hieronymus would 

have been quite familiar with the 

tactile sensation from accidental 

contact with RF energy emitted by 

the antenna. Contact with high-

power RF can leave a nasty burn 

on the fingers, but touching a wire 

connected to a low-power RF 

In the  left center of the photo can be seen the DuMont 

oscilloscope on the top shelf of Hieronymus’s workbench. 

Photo from The Hieronymus Files 

http://leehite.org/
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source produces a special tactile sensation not experienced elsewhere. Many amateur 

radio operators and RF engineers are familiar with that sensation. 

Hieronymus apparently had the capability to detect and measure this RF energy in his lab. 

Observing test equipment on his bench, we notice an oscilloscope made by DuMont, 

perhaps Model 164-E made around 1945, one year prior to Hieronymus’ patent 

application. This scope has sufficient bandwidth to easily detect and display an RF signal 

in the lower HF band. 

Perpetrating this brilliant hoax was possible only by someone who understood both the 

special vibratory sensation from contact with 60 Hz energy and from the sensation of 

increased surface tension when rubbing a metal surface connected to a low-power RF 

voltage.  

Although Hieronymus claimed eloptic energy was not electromagnetic, he built the 

machine and perpetrated the hoax based on his knowledge of electromagnetic principles. 

Perhaps Thomas Galen Hieronymus shared the philosophical perspective of his namesake, 

Galen (born AD 129), the Greek physician in the Roman Empire who believed he had 

scientifically proved that the mind and the body are so connected as to be one faculty. 

Possibly, Hieronymus hoped the deceptive Pathoclast would restore patients’ health 

through the power of mental suggestion. The alternative—that he was so heartless as to 

profit from machines that trifled with patients’ lives—appears incompatible with his 

biography! Whatever his motivation might have been, somewhere along his journey in 

life, the line between Hieronymus’ speculative metaphysical side and his empirical 

scientific side blurred. Given his distinguished career at KCP&L, his volunteer work on the 

behalf of the Boy Scouts of America, his leadership in the community, his distinguished 

military career, and his prolific contributions as an engineer, Hieronymus rose above 

reproach, and no one ever questioned his claims for the Pathoclast. Throughout his life, he 

remained uncensored.  

The radionics hoax persists with the production of new solid-state designs and with 

practitioners hoping to experience the stick-plate sensation, thereby enticing new 

generations to put their faith in eloptic energy’s healing power. 

Revised July 28, 2020 
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Appendix: 

Thomas Galen Hieronymus received a U.S. patent for the Pathoclast on 27 September 

1949. By comparing this diagram to the actual schematic diagram, it is relatively easy to 

detect the deception perpetrated by the omission of circuit critical details in the patent 

application. 
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Here we see the schematic diagram for the Pathoclast Model 1X-C used for evaluation. 
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These are the breakout schematics for the various wells used for analysis and influencing 

on the Pathoclast Model 1X-C. 
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Here are the parts list for the schematic and a diagram for the neutralizing well. 
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This is the rate chart for the left-hand dial and represents the diagnosed disease. 
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This is the rate chart for right-hand dial that represents a location on the body for the 

diagnosis. 
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Here we see the robust construction techniques using good quality materials, well laid-out 

components, and neat point-to-point wiring with bare wire covered in black cloth 

spaghetti-style insulation. Note the brass chains used to connect the adjustment dials to 

their variable controls. 

On the left side of the photo is a circular aluminum casting with 12 colored plastic disks 

inserted into an opening. A light bulb, at the top of the disk, shines light through the 

colored disk and onto a pick-up coil that was used for color analysis. 

On the right-hand side is a substance drum containing 150 plastic medicine capsules filled 

with various dried foods and chemical substances. The drum rotates into position, one at a 

time, bringing each capsule next to a pick-up coil used for substance analysis by the 

circuit. 

Hieronymus enunciated the belief that many plastics, particularly colored plastics, could 

destroy the machine’s effectiveness, so we see ample use of black Bakelite as an 

insulator. 

                     Color wheel                                            Substance drum 
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Hieronymus proclaimed the belief that tuning capacitors must have a specific shape to 

work properly. Here we see half of Variable Capacitors C5 & C6 used for the rate tuning 

that determined the disease location in the body. 

Note the non-calibrated meter featuring the manufacturer’s name, Pathometric 

Laboratories, Chicago, used to monitor plate current for the amplifier tubes. 

                             C5-C6                                               Plate Current Meter 

   
 

 

Here we see the back side of the panel for Well 1 and Well 2. 

Well 1                                                   Well 2 
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Here may be seen evidence of usage and wear on the Pathoclast. There are a multitude of 

adjusting knobs and switches that can easily confuse an operator, thereby causing the 

machine to not work correctly or not work at all. No wonder it took me so long to fnd the 

right setting to achieve success with the stick-plate! 

In the center of the picture, the black electrical tape hides the owner’s name. 
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Ham Radio Horizons magazine, February 1979 
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The Pathoclast News, Volume IV, Number 1 
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Random Notes: Tech Data from Conversations with T. G. Hieronymus, 1 September 1972
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